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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.”
Maya Angelou

Dear Reader.

In the spirit of Maya Angelou’s inspiring words, here at 
DRC, we are fully engaged in planning our 48th 
Annual Awards Recognition Event, “Strength in 
Diversity.” The gala takes place on Thursday 
evening, July 25, 2024, at The Grand Event Center, 
in Long Beach.
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The Event highlights advocacy and commitment to the opportunities of persons with 
disabilities. Additionally at the Event, college students with disabilities, two from Long 
Beach City College and two from California State University Long Beach, receive 
academic scholarships. Scholarship recipients are chosen by their colleges. 

Every year, DRC honors individuals and organizations in four areas for their 
commitments to the disability community: the Jerry Stein Independent Living 
Award; the Civic Leadership Award; the Community Service Award; and the 
Outstanding Military Veteran Scholarship.

We are seeking nominations for these awards. Nominations are due April 15, 2024. 

Our Sponsors’ support truly helps makes the Event a dynamic reality. All of the 
money raised goes to continue providing direct programs and services for persons 
with disabilities in the Greater Long Beach area.

Please help us by being an Event Sponsor. For more information on supporting the 
Event as a Sponsor (Click Here).

We are excited and enjoying our time at the Molina Healthcare One Stop Center. 
Please see article pictures below.

Additionally, please see our beautiful Invitation (Click Here) designed by our DRC 
Board President, Jennifer Kumiyama. Save the date of July 25, 2024, and we 
hope to see you at The Grand for our 48th Annual Awards Recognition Event!

Thank you so much for your continued support of DRC and keeping us and our 
consumers in your thoughts and heart. You are really helping us make a difference in 
the lives of people with disabilities.

Fondly,

Dolores

Dolores Nason
Executive Director

Nomination Form
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48th Annual Awards Recognition Event Nomination

At this time, we are seeking nominations of people who, such as yourself, have made 
our community a better place in which to live. Please take some time to reflect on
individuals who, in your opinion, deserve to be honored at DRC’s 48th Annual 
Awards Recognition Event and complete the Nomination Form by April 15, 2024. 
Nominations will be reviewed by the Awards Event Committee and selected by 
DRC’s Board of Directors.
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Donate

Together for Inclusion: 

DRC and Molina’s Community Partnership
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Disabled Resources Center, Inc. and Molina Healthcare are joining forces to 
establish a satellite office in Uptown (North) Long Beach, marking another significant 
step in DRC’s mission is to extend its services to underserved communities.

Beginning February 5th, this new partnership aims to bring crucial resources and 
support to the local population, furthering the organizations’ commitment to enhancing 
accessibility and care for individuals with disabilities in the area.

Please come and join us at our new office every Monday and Thursday 8:30 a.m. 
-12:00 p.m. inside the Molina One Stop Health Center located at:

6583 Atlantic Ave. Suite 110 Long Beach, CA 90805
(855) MOLINA 1 (665-4621) Option 3
For more information visit: drcinc.org

Pictured: Interior office 
with wood floors, DRC 
Staff with staff member 
from Molina Healthcare 
posing for a group 
photo.
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DRC Attends Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at 

Long Beach Rescue Mission Apostle House

On Friday, February 23, 2024, DRC’s Executive Director, Dolores Nason, and 
Assistant Director, Mario Rodriguez, visited the Long Beach Rescue Mission for 
the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the John and Helen Apostle House. This 15-bed 
facility provides wheelchair-accessible housing for men with disabilities who are 
experiencing homelessness. Apostle House occupies a storefront property already 
owned by the Rescue Mission. This newly renovated facility incorporates a 
wheelchair ramp, beds that allow for easy access, and roll-in showers with a built-in 
bench.
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DRC’s Executive Director, Dolores 
Nason; Councilwoman Mary 
Zendejas; and DRC’s Assistant 
Director, Mario Rodriguez, at the 
Long Beach Rescue Mission Apostle 
House Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

Dolores Nason, DRC’s Executive 
Director, with Jeff Levine, Executive 
Director, Long Beach Rescue 
Mission, at the Apostle House 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

Under a balloon 
arch, dignitaries 
cut the ribbon to 
open the 
Apostle House 
shelter for men 
with disabilities, 
Long Beach 
Rescue 
Mission.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

ONGOING EVENTS:

Weekly GROUP ORIENTATION for new consumers every WEDNESDAY@9:30 a.m.
HOUSING WORKSHOP every FRIDAY @ 9:00 a.m.
BENEFITS WORKSHOP every 2nd Monday of the month @ 10:00 a.m.
SMART DEVICES WORKSHOP every 3rd WEDNESDAY of each MONTH @ 1:p.m.
EMPLOYMENT SERVICES JOB SEARCH Every 2nd MONDAY of each MONTH @ 
9:00 a.m.
MEN’S, WOMEN’S, and; CO-ED SUPPORT GROUPS Every Wednesday @ 1 p.m.
COMPUTER CLASSES WEDNESDAY to FRIDAY @ 9:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m.
MENTAL HEALTH WORKSHOP for Staff and Consumers bi-weekly beginning 
WEDNESDAY, 11/22 @ 1:30 p.m.

MARCH 2024

3/1/2024—LA Aging & Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) Executive Directors 
Meeting
3/4/2024—PASC Board Meeting @ The California Endowment
3/5/2024—Election Primary (Go out and Vote)
3/7/2024—Device Lending Demonstration Center Training
3/7/2024—Belinda Prado, Long Beach Health Department, Listening Session 
Planning Meeting
3/8/2024—DRC Advocacy Group Meeting by Zoom
3/8/2024—Long Beach City College Adult Education Consortium Meeting
3/12/2024—Metro Title VI Subrecipient Training
3/12/2024—Site visit from CFILC personnel
3/14/2024—Assistive Technology Meeting/Training
3/15/2024 to 3/17/2024—Los Angeles Abilities Expo 2024, @ Los Angeles Convention 
Center
3/21/2024—LA County Emerging ADRC Core Partner Meeting
3/25/2024—LA Access Board of Directors Meeting
3/28/2024—CACoD Transportation Day—DRC will have a table
3/28/2024—DRC Board of Directors Meeting (In Person @ DRC)

APRIL 2024

4/1/2024—Cesar Chavez Day Legal Holiday (Observed), DRC closed
4/2/2024—DAC (Disabled Adult Child Benefits) by Daniel Hernandez (virtual)
4/3/2024—DRC Board/Staff Fundraising Training @ DRC
4/3/2024—Device Lending Demonstration Training
4/8/2024—PASC Board Meeting @ The California Endowment
4/11/2024—Assistive Technology Training
4/12/2024—DRC Advocacy Group Meeting by Zoom
4/18/2024—LA County Emerging ADRC Core Partner Meeting
4/22/2024—LA Access Board of Directors Meeting
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4/25/2024—DRC Board of Directors Meeting (virtual
4/28/2024 to 5/1/2024—American Public Transportation Association (APTA) Mobility   
         Conference, Portland, Oregon

MAY 2024

5/2/2024—Device Lending Demonstration Training
5/4/2024—DRC Board Retreat @ DRC
5/6/2024—PASC Board Meeting @ The California Endowment
5/7/2024—SSI and Work Incentives by Daniel Hernandez (virtual)
5/9/2024—Assistive Technology Training
5/10/2024—DRC Advocacy Group Meeting by Zoom
5/20/2024—LA Access Board of Directors Meeting
5/22/2024—DRC Presentation @ Department of Health and Human Services
5/23/2024—DRC Board of Directors Meeting (virtual)
5/27/2024—Memorial Day Legal Holiday, DRC closed

DISABLED RESOURCES CENTER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LIST

Jennifer Kumiyama President
Citywide ADA Coordinator, City of Long 
Beach
Chaka Garbutt Vice President 
Dial-A-Lift Coordinator, Long Beach Transit
Heather Schmoll Secretary and 
Immediate Past President
Graduate Student, Language and Speech 
Pathology
Richard Gibson Treasurer

DISABLED RESOURCES CENTER
STAFF MEMBERS

Dolores Nason Executive Director
Mario Rodriguez Assistant Director / 
Housing Coordinator
Adrienne Crew Blindness Support Services 
/ Job Developer
Betty CruzReceptionist
Gino Elliot Independent Living Services / 
Transitional Youth Program
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Executive Director, Global View Capital 
Advisors
Henry Broadbent Member Healthcare 
Advocate
Vincent Ewing Member 
Attorney at Law
Richard Gibson Treasurer 
Executive Director, Global View Capital
Robert Graves Member
Gail Morrison Member 
President of the Hearing Loss Association 
of America (HLAA) Long Beach / Lakewood 
Chapter
Margaret Vento-Wilson, Ph.D. Member 
Assistant Professor, Speech-Language 
Pathology Department, California State 
University Long Beach
Mary Zendejas Member 
Long Beach City Councilwoman,1st District

Lupe Gracian Benefits Counselor / 
Emergency Preparedness Program 
Coordinator
Richard Hernandez Systems Change 
Advocate / Ticket to Work Specialist / 
Covered California
Nicole Jauregui Office Assistant
Vincent JohnsonAssistive Technology 
Coordinator
Samantha Mam Operations Manager / 
Voice Options Program / Device Lending and 
Demonstration Center
Mugi Miyazaki Assistive Technology 
Lending Program
Zaid Moges Employment Services 
Coordinator / Sign Language Interpreter / 
Emergency Preparedness Program
Khanny Ou Personal Assistant Coordinator / 
Mobility Training
Susan Pearson Accountant
Gail S. Thomas Administrative Assistant / 
Gavel Club / Ticket to Work Specialist
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Copyright (C) 2024 Disabled Resources Center, Inc.. All rights reserved.
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